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August 2024 RARA Mission Statement 
A member association with common interest of public service to the community 
through the use of amateur radio. 

RARA is a volunteer run organization of individuals donating their time 
each month to develop activities, maintain repeaters, nets, and education. 
There are associated expenses and when you become a club member, your 
dues are providing a service to your community and furthering the hobby 
of amateur radio.  
 

Congratulations to:  
 - RARA 2023 Ham of the Year, Kurt Eversole (KE9N) and to, 
 - Larry Schubert (AC9GO) on his article published in ARRL’s  

 “On the Air” publication. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please put the following dates  on your calendar: 
 
* Belvidere Hamfest—Sunday, Sept 22 
 

* Family Picnic—Saturday, Sept 28 —Hononegah Forest Preserve 
 

* JOTA (Scouts, Jamboree on the Air) - Saturday, Oct 19 at  
   Camp Lowden, Oregon IL.    
 

* 2025 Summer Field Day– June 28-29, 2025 
 

From the Board 

HAMRAG 
     Visit our website for more club and area ham      

information at http://w9axd.org, or join us on 

Facebook at this LINK 
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NEXT MEETING 
FRIDAY— September 13, 2024  - 7:00pm 

 

OSF St Anthony Med Center—lower level (Foundation Room) 
5666 East State Street, Rockford  

 
Program to be determined and announced in the September Hamrag 

 

 

http://w9axd.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1542388942734826/
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August 9, 2024 RARA Membership Meeting 7:00pm 

September 10, 2024 RARA Board Meeting 7:00pm on Google Meet 

Editor’s Note  

If you would like to have something published, please call me, or email me at 
schubie2@charter.net  

Articles are welcome and encouraged from all hams.                                                                       
Due Date for the September 2024 Hamrag is Friday, August 30, 2024 

73, Verna—KD9YUM, Editor 

Officers: 
President - Tom Shouler, N9VJU, 815-633-0089, n9vju@comcast.net 
Vice President - Larry McFall, KD9HKX, 815-900-1820, lpmcfall@charter.net 
Secretary  - Larry McFall, KD9HKX, 815-900-1820, lpmcfall@charter.net 
Treasurer – Verna Schubert, KD9YUM, 815-505-8170, schubie2@charter.net 
 
Directors: 
Dan Larson, KD9SAZ, 312-292-1989, kd9saz@gmail.com  
Larry Lisle, K9KZT, 815-397-9595, l.lisle@usa.net 
Matt Marshall, W3MBX, 815-222-5959, matthew.marshal@gmail.com 
Kevin Puckett, N9EGF, 815-218-1551, krpuckett@gmail.com 
 
Hamrag Editor - Verna Schubert, KD9YUM, 815-505-8170, schubie2@charter.net 
Webmaster - Verna Schubert, KD9YUM, 815-505-8170, schubie2@charter.net   
Repeater License Trustee - Gordon Seaman, KC9NEX, 815-262-0294, kc9nex@gmail.com 
Repeater Chairman - Kurt Eversole, KE9N, 815-389-2784, kurt.eversole@gmail.com 

2024 RARA Officers and Board 

Local Events and Information    

Upcoming Opportunities: 

Belvidere Hamfest (Sunday, Sept 22): RARA will once again have a booth at the event and   
invites members to assist, as they can, with setup/tear-down, and/or working at the booth to 
promote RARA.   A two-hour commitment would be great but if you only have an hour, we’ll 
take it!  If you are ready to help out your club with your presence, please contact              
Matt Marshall  (W3MBX) at Matthew.marshal@gmail.com or at 815-222-5959. 
 
JOTA (Scouts Jamboree on the Air-Saturday, October 19):  RARA will be assisting at this event 
and is seeking volunteers to help with setup/tear-down, running stations, and assisting as 
needed.  Matt (W3MBX) will be reaching out via Facebook and at the monthly meeting. 

mailto:schubie2@charter.net
mailto:n9vju@comcast.net
mailto:lpmcfall@charter.net
mailto:lpmcfall@charter.net
mailto:schubie2@charter.net
mailto:kd9saz@gmail.com
mailto:l.lisle@usa.net
mailto:matthew.marshal@gmail.com
mailto:krpuckett@gmail.com
mailto:schubie2@charter.net
mailto:schubie2@charter.net
mailto:kc9nex@gmail.com
mailto:kurt.eversole@gmail.com
mailto:matthew.marshal@gmail.com
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Mon   - 7:00pm - RARA Info. Net & CW Lesson, 147.195 (+0.6) offset, pl 114.8 

           - 8:00pm - McHenry County RACES Net, 146.835 (-0.6) offset, pl 91.5 
 

Tues   - 7:00pm - RARA Tech & Social Net & CW Lesson , 147.195 (+0.6) offset, pl 114.8 

           - 7:00pm - Rock County Public Service Net, 145.450 (-0.6) offset, pl 123.0 
 

Wed   - 7:00pm -  RARA Chat Net,  147.195 (+0.6) offset, pl 114.8 

            - 7:00pm - Stephenson Cnty. ARES Net, 147.390(+0.6) offset, pl 114.8 

           - 7:30pm - Greater Beloit Radio Net, 147.120 (+0.6) offset, pl 123.0 
 

Thu    - 7:00pm - Northern Illinois Skywarn Training Net,147.195 (+0.6) offset, pl 114.8 
 

Fri   - 8:00pm - Friday Night Fun Net, KC9GCR, 147.195(+0.6) offset, pl 114.8 
 

Sat  - 8:00pm - Saturday RARA Ragchew Net, 147.195 (+0.6) offset, pl 114.8 

 - 8:00pm - Pink Hamsters YL Net, Milw., 146.910 (-0.6) offset, pl 127.3 

          - 9:00pm - Saturday Night Fun Net Milw., 146.910 (-0.6) offset, pl 127.3 
 

Mon. thru Friday - 8:00am to 9:00am - Senile Net, 14.287 (HF USB)  

Local Net Information 

 

FRIDAY MORNING BREAKFAST  
 

Meets every Friday morning from 7:30 am until about 9:00 am.   
We order breakfast at 8:00 am.  

An informal gathering of ham folks, no affiliations necessary, good 
food and good company. 

 
Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Local Events and Information    
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Feature Article   

A MAG-LOOP IS A DIFFERENT ANIMAL Dave Gauger, W9CJS  
 

A Mag-Loop typically has a very high Q.  This being the case what follows is that the tuning to 
resonance on any given frequency becomes narrow, and requires such devices as vernier 
drives, trimmer capacitors, and  very steady hands.  
 

I took data on my loop to illustrate what happens to the antenna efficiency as the loop is 
tuned off resonance. 
 
This crude curve, plotting output PWR versus SWR  was constructed using measured data. 
obtained by using  an IC-703 at 12VDC for 8 watts total output in FM mode. I tuned for peak 
resonance, SWR=1.1 and moved the transmitter frequency off resonance in steps of 10 KHz, 
taking SWR and PWR OUT data at each step. 
 
Note: If the loop is detuned (about 20Khz) so that SWR rises to only 1.5 output power is 
down 50%. In the dipole world 1.5 is hardly worth worrying about, but not here.  
 

 

 
IN SUMMARY 

This curve should aptly illustrate how important precise tuning is when using a Mag-Loop.    
 

Do not use an external tuner or an in-rig tuner. These only hide the problem.   Your loop 
could easily be down to 10% efficient, but look great if you push the “TUNER” button. 
 

Incidentally, even though your loop may be well off  resonant frequency, you can still hear 
most signals easily.  I find no need to constantly retune the loop as I tune up and down the 
band . 
 

SWR 1:11.5 1.5 2.0 2.52.02.5

100%

50%
PWR.
OUT

10%

30 KHZ MIS-TUNE
SWR 1.7

80 KHZ MIS-TUNE
SWR 2.0

CTR
FREQ'

20 KHZ MIS-TUNE
SWR 1.5
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Feature Article  

With a Mag-Loop, efficiency is indicated by sharp resonance.  Therefore if your loop tunes 
broadly, it is in-efficient and needs adjustment.  If it tunes very sharply, then the efficiency 
is probably optimum. 
 

Think about it ... at 2:1 SWR your radiated power will be half that supplied.  The remainder 
ends up as heat.  So having said that, if you run say 50 watts to your loop at 10% efficiency 
on 80m, your loop must dissipate 45 watts as heat ... whoa ... that’s a lot of loss and a lot 
of heat, but not uncommon on the lower bands.   
 

Loops of manageable size are more efficient at higher frequencies. Mine works best at 20 
meters and up. Although it will tune down to 40 meters, my contact list is limited on 40 
meters. 
 

Dave Gauger  W9CJS 
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Feature Article— K9KZT published article Oct 1991 
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Feature Article— K9KZT published article Oct 1991 
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Contact person: 

 

Fun social event for the entire family!    
For RARA members and anyone interested in Amateur and 
GMRS radio and their families! 
RARA will take care of the grill supplies, paper goods, condiments, and 
water.   You will bring what you would like to grill for your family and one 
or two dishes to share with others (salads, desserts, casseroles, baked 
beans, chips, etc.)   Covered shelter, plenty of tables, and electricity! 
Feel free to bring lawn games! 
 

RARA 
Family Picnic 

Date: 

Time: 

Hononegah Forest Preserve 

80 Hononegah Rd, Rockton IL 61072 

Indian Rest Shelter (has electricity,  

if you want to bring a crockpot. 

mailto:vernas.kd9yum@gmail.com
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Upcoming Exams 

Looking to upgrade or know someone looking for a testing location? 

More information available at ARRL.org   

Click here for link to VE Teams offering Online Exam Sessions 

 
• 08/18/2024 | Northbrook IL 60062-2704 

 Sponsor: North Shore Radio Club 
 Location: Northbrook Public Library 
 Time: 1:00 PM (No Walk-ins allowed/Register or Call)  Learn More  
 

• 08/20/2024 | Woodstock IL 60098-2953 

 Sponsor: McHenry County Wireless Assoc 
 Location: Free Methodist Church 
 Time: 7:00 PM (No Walk-ins allowed/Register or Call)  Learn More  
 

• 09/07/2024 | Madison WI 53715-2143 

 Sponsor: Four Lakes ARC 
 Location: Univ of WI Space Place  
 Time: 8:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)  Learn More  
 

• 09/14/2024 | McHenry IL 60050-4422 

 Sponsor: NW IL S WI Amrron 
 Location: McHenry Masonic Lodge 
 Time: 10:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)  Learn More  
 

• 09/19/2024 | Geneva IL 60134-2725 

 Sponsor: Fox River Radio League 
 Location: Geneva Lutheran Church 
 Time: 6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)  Learn More  
 

• 09/21/2024 | Milwaukee WI 53223-4736 

 Sponsor: MRAC VEC, INC 
 Location: Ham Radio Outlet 
 Time: 8:30 AM (Walk-ins allowed)  Learn More  
 

• 09/21/2024 | Janesville WI 53545-3024 

 Sponsor: Wisconsin Area VEs (WAVE) 
 Location: Saint John Lutheran Church 
 Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)  Learn More  

http://www.arrl.org/online-exam-session
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/northbrook-il-60062-2704-57
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/northbrook-il-60062-2704-57
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/woodstock-il-60098-2953-140
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/woodstock-il-60098-2953-140
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/madison-wi-53715-2143-239
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/madison-wi-53715-2143-239
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/mchenry-il-60050-4422-23
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/mchenry-il-60050-4422-23
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/geneva-il-60134-2725-31
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/geneva-il-60134-2725-31
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/milwaukee-wi-53223-4736-198
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/milwaukee-wi-53223-4736-198
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/janesville-wi-53545-3024-77
https://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/janesville-wi-53545-3024-77
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Miscellaneous Resources 

 
Universal Coordinated Time (UTC) 

Universal Coordinated Time (UTC) is the time at the zero or reference meridian. 

To convert AM/PM local time to UTC use the chart below.  24-hour format is standard. 

Example: 
10 AM Eastern Standard Time is 1500 UTC 

Note: Be sure to use the correct date if the conversion results to UTC are after midnight 
as shown in the following example. 

Example: 
Dec 31, 2023 7 PM Pacific Standard Time is 0300 Jan 1, 2024 UTC 

Standard Time Zone     Daylight Savings Time 
Atlantic + 4 hours                 + 3 hours 
Eastern + 5 hours                   + 4 hours 
Central + 6 hours                    + 5 hours 

CQ Zones  - this map is provided by https://www.mapability.com/ei8ic/maps/ituzone.php 
When working DX, Contesting, and/or actively seeking contest awards, you may be asked for your 
“CQ zone”.   This link provides several maps and you can also use it to ID your ITU zone. 

https://www.mapability.com/ei8ic/maps/ituzone.php
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From the RARA Facebook group:   
If you chase DX, be on the lookout for N5J, which is Jarvis Island. They plan to be on the air 
from August 7th to August 19th. Jarvis has only been on the air two times since WWII. Opera-
tions will be on CW, SSB, and digital. More information is found at:  
https://jarvisisland2024.com/    Don't miss this one! 73, Kurt Eversole  

Frequency List (may change based on other DXpeditions and QRM encountered) 

DXpedition to Jarvis Island 

https://jarvisisland2024.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3lxcYisAQ3UgGPRbjvH_DZcgBKRdqQMvVxmfC2_BZT3LnBAX_L8bki9IY_aem_du2E-jITrPlEL17ex_EL9A
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1542388942734826/user/100082894628411/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXzc6ZRO3iM1dqoYGdaWLn0OwUjuHHYI8ds658ME-9bZ2qRzloK2E5HNj-tn9fNm2xnLyKs45SrTNJkBU-FoJaET2RI7zMIhELsl-3wVGkTDEHAjS2NK2-6SKpz95Ahzess67kKUl7M0g43c8PRYAq-HmRteHvX0HYmv10X7CeEp
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W9DXCC Convention 

I have been to W9DXCC a number of times and enjoy the convention and have had the        

opportunity to meet a lot of top-tier Contestors and DX'ers.  I will probably never have the 

abilities or the stations these people have bit I am thankful for what they do for this hobby. 

Chuck K9LC 

W9DXCC Convention 
The W9DXCC convention is held annually in the Chicagoland 
area. Sponsored by the Northern Illinois DX Association, this 
convention is one of the premier DX conventions in the coun-
try.  Enjoy the day filled with quality programs, equipment 
vendors, QSL card checking, prizes, and socializing.  Be sure 
to end the day by staying for the convention banquet.  There 
is a charge of $60 to attend the convention and an additional 
charge for the dinner choice for the banquet. 

 
Contest / DX University 
Contest and DX University will take place prior to the W9DXCC convention.  Contest U and DX 
U will allow you to gain knowledge to improve your contesting scores and to improve your 
DXing skills.  Contest U/DX U is two separate programs that will have presentations during the 
day.  You are free to attend presentations in either program and can switch between presen-
tations if you desire.  There is a $45 charge to attend the Contest/DX University. 
 

Banquet 
The banquet will be held Saturday evening following the W9DXCC convention. An excellent 
dinner, conversation, and keynote speaker will be on tap.  Please feel free to register your 
spouse, or significant other, as a guest if they wish to join you for the banquet only.  Meal 
Choices include:  NY Strip Steak with Peppercorn Cognac Sauce ($68),  Grilled Chicken with 
Lemon Caper Sauce ($59), or Grilled Salmon with Citrus Burre Sauce ($60). 
 

2024 Convention Dates and Location 
Friday,  September 13th, 2024   Contest and DX Universities 
Saturday,  September 14th, 2024  W9DXCC Convention & Banquet 
 

Location 
Both W9DXCC and the Universities will be held at the: 
 Chicago Marriott Naperville 
 1801 North Naper Boulevard 
 Naperville, Illinois 60563. 
 
There is a link on the registration page for special rates for the convention. 
 

https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/chimn-chicago-marriott-naperville/
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Prizes 
You can purchase raffle tickets for two different raffles.  These raf-
fles are used to support  
DXpeditions.  
 

 
Raffle #1- Prize: Icom IC7300.  Tickets will be $5.00 each or priced in discounted blocks.  
 If you purchase them during registration, they are 1 ticket for $5, 3 tickets for $10, or 7 tickets 
for $20.  This prize will be drawn at the end of the W9DXCC convention programs. 
 
Raffle #2 – Prize Flex 8400.  Tickets will be $10 each or priced in discounted blocks.  If you 
purchase them during registration, they are 1 ticket for $10, 3 tickets for $20, or 7 tickets for 
$40.  This prize will be drawn at the end of the banquet.  Attendance to the banquet is not 
necessary. 
In the past there has been other prizes given away during the convention and other smaller 
raffles too. 
 
Registration 
To register to attend the W9DXCC, the universities, and banquet go to:  
https://w9dxcc.com/registration 
 
W9DXCC is an ARRL sanctioned event. 
 

W9DXCC Convention 

https://w9dxcc.com/registration
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Hamfests 
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HRO Superfest 2024 

Event Details: 

• Start Date: September 20, 2024 

• End Date: September 21, 2024 

• Location: Ham Radio Outlet Milwaukee, 5710 W. Good Hope 
Rd., Milwaukee, WI 53201 

• Sponsor: Ham Radio Outlet 

• Type: ARRL Hamfest 

• Talk-In Frequency: 145.130 127.3 pl 

•  
Contact Information: 

• Public Contact: Tom Pachner, W9TJP 

• Mailing Address: 5710 W. Good Hope Rd., Milwaukee, WI 53223 

• Phone: 414-358-0333 
Email: w9tjp@hamradio.com 
 
Event Highlights: 

• Explore a wide range of ham radio equipment, accessories, and parts from various vendors. 

• Participate in exciting forums and workshops. 

• Network with fellow ham radio enthusiasts and share experiences. 

• Enjoy special promotions and discounts available only during the Superfest. 

• Participate in prize drawings and win amazing ham radio gear. 
Join us for the HRO Superfest 2024 at Ham Radio Outlet Milwaukee. It’s a great opportunity to 
discover the latest in ham radio technology, learn from experts, and connect with the ham radio 
community. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Hamfests 

ARRL Student Membership was established to increase youth participation and long-term involve-
ment in amateur radio. Student members can access ARRL membership benefits including the dig-
ital versions of  ARRL magazines, and the extensive courses and training materials available 
through the ARRL Learning Center. 
 

Please note: ARRL requires age verification for all student members. Parental/Guardian consent is 
required for applicants under 18 years of age. Student memberships are not eligible for add-on 
printed membership magazine subscriptions. Student membership benefits are subject to other 
restrictions and exclusions. 
 

Free Student Membership. This no-cost, Associate membership option is available to full-time  
students aged 21 years or younger. Applicant must be a resident of the US, its possessions, or 
Puerto Rico. Free Student Membership excludes access to the ARRL E-mail Forwarding Service, 
and Associate members may not vote in ARRL elections. Other restrictions and exclusions may ap-
ply.        Become an ARRL student member today! 

Student Membership JOIN 

Did you know? ARRL offers a free Student Membership! 

https://form.jotform.com/241074273604047


website: w9axd.org 

 email: w9axdrara@gmail.com 

RARA Membership* Form 

Dues are $25.00 

(This is an editable PDF Form.  Fill in the information with your keyboard, then save the PDF, and then attach 
it to an email to: w9axdrara@gmail.com.   See below for mail in information and/or PayPal information) 

Date: ________________ (mm/dd/yyyy) New Membership ____ Renewal ____ 

Name: ___________________________________________             Callsign: _________________ 

Street Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________   State: _______________   ZIP: ______________ 

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________________

Phone - Home: _____________________________    Cell: _______________________________ 

Can we release your e-mail and phone number to members only?   Yes _______   NO _______ 

Are you a member of the ARRL (American Radio Relay League)?   Yes _______   NO _______ 

What things do you like to do with ham radio? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What things do you want to do, but need more information to do so? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Would you be available to make a presentation on some part of our hobby and what? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any questions that we can help you with presently? If so, explain below. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mail In: Please fill out all the information on the form and mail it with $25.00 to the following address: 

Rockford Amateur Radio Association 
P.O. Box 8465 
Rockford,  IL  61126

Make your check payable to: Rockford Amateur Radio Association. 

For Internet application and payment: 

To use PayPal, click on the link below.  After clicking “Send” and then logging in, enter $25.00 in the “Dollar 

Amount”, and click “Send”, to complete your payment to RARA.  Also, DON’T forget to email your 

completed form to: w9axdrara@gmail.com for your membership application.  Thank you for your support! 

PayPal Link: 

*Membership is based on approval of the RARA Board.  The membership fee will be returned

if you are not approved.          Rev. 3/10/2024 

http://www.w9axd.org/
mailto:w9axdrara@gmail.com
mailto:w9axdrara@gmail.com
mailto:w9axdrara@gmail.com
https://www.paypal.com/paypalme/RARAW9AXD
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